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October 18, 2019

Half-term holiday
Monday 21 October Friday 1 November

Dear all
As we break up for half term I am delighted to announce the launch of our new website. By now you may
have already logged on and noticed that the visual appearance has had a face-lift. However, a great deal of
work has been done by Mr Simpson, Deputy Head, supported by staff from all areas of the school to make the
design more intuitive and the information you need, easier to find. We will continue to develop the website,
bringing more information and up-to-date news reports about the life of the school. Following our parent
information evenings this term, you will see that academic departments have made outlines of their courses
easier to access and I personally really like the House Ties that show the progress of each House. If you scroll
down on the home page you will see the scores that were updated today following the House Cross Country
with Vikings currently in the lead. We are in the midst of House Music so who knows what the scores will be
after half term! The competition is being contested fiercely but mellifluously; the quality and numbers of
entries from students and staff has been outstanding with a new category introduced this year involving
singing arrangements of Chapel hymns. We also have links to our Borlase Twitter accounts which should help
you keep up to date with live news as it happens.

The two week break is once again packed with activities and staff are taking politics students to Washington,
creative writing students to Venice, rowers to Massachusetts, hockey players to Amsterdam and there are also
Sixth Form Open Evening
Senior Play and Rowing camps taking place across the break. This is also a great opportunity for students to
Monday 11 November
consolidate their learning, revise for exam questions and prepare for the busy half term ahead. It is also a great
opportunity for everyone to practise their burpees. Do take a look at this video to see the technique that will
Borlase Burpee Challenge
be required on November 14th. We know it is a tough call to recruit everyone to come in that morning to help
Thursday 14 November
out but we continue to reach out to everyone who can to go on Box Office and buy a ticket. Of course, you can
start to build up your fitness for the Borlase 10K or 5K Trail in March!
House Music Finals
Thursday 14 November
We had fantastic support from so many parents at Saturday night’s Quiz night led by the PA which was a
great success, even though as a staff table we came in a humble 8th place. If all the quizzers change into their
Autumn Concert
running shoes we would almost break the record!
Thursday 21 November
Before I sign off, I would like to say what an enjoyable start this has been to the academic year; the positive
Senior Play
atmosphere of enthusiasm about academic study and wider activities is palpable. This was no more true than
Tuesday 3, Wednesday 4 &
on Wednesday evening’s Extended Project Night. Year 13 students gave presentations on so many important
Thursday 5 December
issues - they questioned the role of AI in the future, the rise of populist political parties, the rights of the state to
intervene with family decisions, the ethics of some veterinary practises and shared wonderful creative writing
and musical arrangement and much much more. It was truly uplifting to see and hear young people with so
much expert insight into their specialist areas of interest, and to go home from work inspired by suggestions
of wider reading and research for the break. The only frustration was not being able to clone ourselves to hear
all the talks. Well done everyone.
I wish you all a happy and restful break and look forward to the next half term.
Best wishes,
Kay Mountfield, Headteacher

Useful Addresses
Enquiries from parents : parents@swbgs.com
Ticket Box Office : YourBoxOffice.co.uk.
Finance Payment system: www.parentpay.com
School Reception 01628-816500

Articles Please
Thank you to everyone who contributes to this newsletter. For the next
issue please send all articles and notices by the end of Wednesday 13
November.
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House Music Competition
Last week, over three full days, Mr Miall and Mrs Lewington-Chislett had the pleasure of judging the
first part of the House Music Event, the House Music Heats. They were treated to a wide selection
of music and performances which made the three days enjoyable, but also their decision of who
will be representing their house in the Finals incredibly challenging! It was brilliant to see so many
students and staff getting involved - we had over 300 separate entries and over half the school
performed at some point. Congratulations to all who entered, you were fantastic!
The following students were selected to represent their house in the concert at 6.30pm on Thursday
14th November 2019.
Solo Finalists - Junior (Y7-8)			
Lizzy Ainscough (Romans)			
Isabella Ashton (Normans)			
Jake Britton (Britons)				
Imogen Dorosh (Romans)			
Oisin Elliot (Vikings)				
Thomas Shaw (Vikings)				
						

Solo Finalists – Senior (Y12-13)		
Jonny Ainscough (Romans)
Raphael Conte (Britons)
Cormac Diamond (Danes)
Evie Harper (Britons)
Thomas Kershaw (Romans)
Georgie Tuke (Danes)
Elenor Vockins (Romans)

Ensemble Finalists (all years)
Raphael Conte & Fergal Marsh (Britons)
Fergus Cooper, Cormac Diamond, Callum Kunchur & Georgia Tuke (Danes)
Holly Baker & Daisy Foley (Romans)
Jonny Ainscough & Josh Kaushal (Romans)
The following students recieved a 'Highly Commended' for their performances.
Solo Highly Commended Junior (Y7-8)
Sophie Richardson-Dennett (Normans)		
Nathaniel Horsley (Normans)			
						
						
						
						
						

Solo Highly Commended – Intermed (Y9-11)
Pia Andrew (Normans)
Willem Bateson (Vikings)
Naomi Box (Normans)
Logan Foster-Lyons (Saxons)
Issy Phipps (Danes)
Sacha Smith (Normans)
Theo Stevenson-Bunney (Britons)

Solo Highly Commended Senior (Y12-13)
Mark D'Arcy (Normans)				
Olly Gale (Saxons)				
Cassie Halpin (Danes)				
Fergal Marsh (Britons)				
Ed O'Neill (Romans)				
Akaash Pipial (Normans)

Ensemble Highly Commended (all yrs)
Jonny & Lizzy Ainscough (Romans)
Sam & Mei Babes (Normans)
Owen Barkia & Joe Cockroft (Romans)
Callum Kunchur & Maya Kunchur (Danes)
Joel & Nathan Taylor (Vikings)
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Spanish Exchange: “Our turn to host!” - Saturday 5th October 2019 - Friday 11th October 2019
This past week, our Spanish companions paid us a visit from the historic settlement of Avila, Spain. At around four thirty pm,
after arriving (for several of them for the first time) in the United Kingdom, we all went to our homes to unpack and just to
show our new friends where we lived and a little bit of the immediate surrounding areas.
On the first full day of the exchange, each multinational pair went and did whatever the host’s family would normally do on
that day. Some people: went on walks in the local woodland, went to parks; went into Marlow (or High Wycombe) or went
to rowing practice. Later on in the day (for what we had been told was a first in the long standing exchange program run
between the two schools), we held ‘¡Una fiesta muy guay!’ (or for those who do not ‘hablais español’, a very cool party!). This
event gave us the first opportunity to socialise as a collective, to learn the names of everyone else and in general just get to
know each other.
As the school week came by, our Spanish ‘amigos’ went on several great days out to: Windsor, Oxford and London, visiting
some of the most notable places their including Oxford university and Windsor Castle.
The most exciting day for the English (and probably Spanish) students was Wednesday the 9th, the day we were scheduled
to go into the capital. Despite some issues with traffic getting into the city and some unusual (albeit successful) parking
methods from our coach driver, we started the trip with a visit to The Tower of London. This was really quite interesting (well
… for most of us it was anyway) and we saw many ‘cosas de interes’ (I’m sure you can figure this one out!) including animal
models and medieval looking artwork. After this, we went up the London Eye which gave us ‘vistas del río y la ciudad’ (any
guesses … anyone?) which were quite superb.
Thursday after school came by and again we met up together, this time for pizza and to have a farewell party. This -like
the first get together- was brilliant and we had a fair amount of fun, knowing full well that we did not have much time left
together until February.
Friday came round quickly … much too quickly and it became the time for our new friends to head back home. We took
them back into school, where they were shown round and had a bit of fun whilst we went back to our lessons. At break time,
we met up and had some refreshments whilst we said goodbye and later at lunch, we just socialised with them and ensured
that they got something to eat. Not long after, school ended and we waved our friends off from Springfield Layby, after a
considerable amount of handshakes, hugs and tears of course.
We are now eagerly waiting for the 1st of February 2020, when we will have packed our suitcases, brushed up on some
holiday Spanish (¿Dónde hay unos baños por favor?) and be looking forward to a week of immersive culture and (hopefully)
some good weather. ¡Hasta luego nuestros amigos!
Joseph Martin and the rest of the Spanish Exchange.
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BORLASE BURPEE CHALLENGE - Thursday 14th November, 8.30am
We need your help! !
Come and break a Guinness World Record on Guiness World Record Day!!
We are looking for participants of any fitness to join us at Borlase at 8.30am on Thursday 14th November to
break the Guinness World record for the greatest number of people performing burpees simultaneously.
Come and do your morning workout on Colonel’s Meadow at 8.30am and you can be part of the
fun. Please encourage your friends, neighbours, family, colleagues, team, choir, customers, clients,
patients, parishioners to come along.
Tickets
are £5 and available on YOURBOXOFFICE.CO.UK
Can’t do a burpee, you can still help! We also need 150 stewards so if fitness isn’t your thing, you can still be part of the
challenge. Sign up by contacting icains@swbgs.com or via the box office.

Save the Date !!!!
Sunday, March 8th - The Borlase 5K and 10K Trail Run
Coming soon to BOX OFFICE
Borlase rowers head to Boston!
A group of Borlase students are making their final preparations for the rowing
trip of a lifetime to Boston, Massachusetts. The senior crews have been
training hard as they aim to set their best possible times in the Head of the
Charles regatta. The event is widely considered to be the most prestigious in
the US rowing calendar. It has taken place every year since 1965 and has now
become the world’s largest, in terms of competitors, two-day rowing event.  
The Borlase crews will row over a course of 3 miles under 6 bridges from the
mouth of the river upstream, passing university boathouses and key Boston sights.
Keep in touch with the progress of all the crews by following @BorlaseRowing on
Twitter!

Borlase Parents’ Association Quiz Night
There was a great atmosphere of fun and friendly competition
at the PA quiz night last Saturday. Congratulations go to 'Adam
and the missing kebabs', the team that emerged as eventual
winners after a hotly fought contest.
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Year 9 Trip to 3M
On Friday 11th 60 pupils from year 9 were lucky enough to spend the morning at
3m in Bracknell. The pupils were split in to 3 groups of 20 and rotated between three
activities. In one session they had the opportunity to take part in careers speed
networking, meeting university students on placement, engineers, IT consultants,
product developers, designers and sales people to name just a few. During the
second session pupils were set challenges that required them to solve problems.
During this session they were given a design brief and were time pressured to
create a product using recycled materials. They then had to test the product and
share their findings before being given further time to improve it.
The team at 3m were on hand to point out how this related to product development
at the company. In the final session students were able to view many of the
interesting products that 3m have developed and see how they work and how they
are used in every day life. Did you know you are never more than 10 feet away
from a 3m product, we can assure you it's not all post it notes! Thanks to 3m for a
really interesting morning and well done to the year 9 pupils for showing genuine
interest and engagement during the trip.
Mr S Hill
Head of Key Stage 4

Borlase students in charity concert
On Saturday 5 October a range of choirs from Sir William Borlase's
Grammar school performed in All Saints' Church, Marlow as part
of the Marlow Rotary Club's annual charity concert. They were
performing alongside the renowned brass ensemble Ascot Brass
in a concert that thrilled the capacity audience in the church.  
Borlase choirs included the large senior choir Cantorum as well as smaller
groups such as the Barbershop Boys and the Gospel Choir. The repertoire
on display was exceptionally polished for a concert so early in the school
year and enormous credit is due to Mr Seth Miall, Director of Music, and his
team.
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BBC chooses past Borlase student’s poem
Former Borlase pupil, Georgia Mulraine, age 22, was recently selected
by the BBC for her film-making entry in the talent development scheme
called New Creatives.
New Creatives gives artists age 16-30 the chance to develop their technical
and creative skills and the opportunity to have their New Creatives
commissions broadcast on BBC platforms.
Geogia’s entry, Elephant in the Room, offers a personal reflection on how
her mixed-race heritage has shaped her outlook on life and celebrates
her family’s diverse heritage. Using home video and photos from the
artist’s family as well as documentary portraiture and a spoken word
performance, the film explores the complex relationships between how
our heritage – our ancestors, our culture - influence our present and
shape our identity.
Georgia’s entry can be viewed on the BBC website, New Creatives.
- https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07fvnmq
New Creatives is co-funded by Arts Council England and BBC Arts.

Inspire and Headstart Courses
Many Borlase students have previously taken part in the Inspire and the Headstart courses at University run by EDT. If your
son or daughter would like to apply please read the information below and then ask them to come and speak to Mrs Barclay
in the STEM Cell.
Inspire (to include year 10 as well as year 11 students):
Applications received by end of October, receive consideration and placement (subject to availability) by end of November.
Headstart: Applications received by the end of December, receive consideration and placement (subject to availability) by
end of January 2020.
To apply, visit:
https://www.etrust.org.uk/inspire-courses - applications for Inspire are now open!
-

https://www.etrust.org.uk/headstart-courses - applications for Headstart will open on the 1st of November 2019.

For more information please visit:INSPIRE https://www.etrust.org.uk/inspire
HEADSTART https://www.etrust.org.uk/headstart
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Sports News

Rugby
There have been a number of rugby matches in recent weeks. The 1st XV
played well against a dominant John Hampden team, they are due to play
Great Marlow in their final fixture before the half term break.
The U15’s have been busy, playing John Hampden, Reading School and
Great Marlow. The team has played well against physical opposition.
The U14’s played some excellent rugby to secure a victory vs John
Hampden, they also played some great attacking rugby vs Great Marlow.
The U13’s have been very impressive in recent weeks, the played well
to secure a 20-20 draw with Desborough before more attacking rugby
helping to secure a victory vs John Hampden.
It has been great to see so many U12’s playing their first rugby for the
school. The team played Reading and Thorpe House, on consecutive days
before playing Great Marlow and Desborough this coming week.
Well done to all who have been regular participants at training and all who
have represented the school this half term.

Netball
The U18 netball teams had two games recently vs Berkshire College
of Agriculture. The 1st team won with BCA winning the 2nd team
game. Well done to both squads for some excellent play throughout
The U16 netball team had some great games recently playing in a
Wycombe Abbey friendly tournament. The girls played well in their
games, including vs a touring team from South Africa
Great to see the U12A and B teams playing so well in a recent fixture.
The girls played vs Princes Risborough, winning both their games.
Great to see their netball development continuing, along with lots of
smiles and fun

Football
The 1st XI football team have played well in recent
fixtures, including a thrilling 3-2 victory vs John Madejski
Academy in the ESFA U18 National Cup, in the final
minutes of the game. Good, resolute performance from
the team. They played some great football throughout
and deserved the win!
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Cross Country
Our Cross Country teams recently competed in the County
round of the English Schools Cross Country Cup. All our
runners did really well, with 9 of our runners placing in the
top 25 of their races. Couple of top 10 places too. Well done
to all 16 of our runners
The Inter Boys came 4th with our runners placing 12th,
15th, 20th and 40th
The Inter Girls came 4th, with our runners placing 8th, 10th,
18th and 34th
The Junior Boys came 6th, with our runners placing 19th,
30th, 35th and 36th
The Junior Girls came 7th, with our runners placing 14th,
23rd, 32nd and 29th

House Cross Country
In the first main House event of the year, the school travelled to Marlow Sports
Club and Higginson Park for the annual House Cross Country races. The results
were as follows;
Junior House Cross Country. Normans - 1st overall. Vikings - 2nd overall. Britons,
Danes, Saxons - tied 3rd overall. Normans - 5th overall. Romans - 6th overall.
Inter House Cross Country. Britons - 1st overall. Saxons - 2nd overall. Vikings - 3rd
overall. Danes and Romans - tied 4th overall. Normans - 6th overall.
Senior House Cross Country. Britons - 1st overall. Danes - 2nd overall. Vikings - 3rd
overall. Normans - 4th overall. Romans - 5th overall. Saxons - 6th overall.
OVERALL House Cross Country results. Britons - 1st. Vikings - 2nd. Danes - 3rd.
Saxons - 4th. Normans - 5th. Romans - 6th. The tie breaker for for same scores was
the numbers of runners per house, over the day.
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ROWING NEWS
Reading Small Boats Head
On Saturday 14th October, Borlase Rowing Squads made the short trip down the
A4 to race at Reading Head. This event is a great opportunity to try out potential
race crews and test our senior rowers in single sculls before taking on the whole
country at the GB trials in November.
Full results can be found on the Reading Rowing Club Website www.rowstats.
com/results.php?id=19121
Borlase achieved 4 event wins! Congratulations to the following:
IM 4x (Jackson, Furley, Nicklin,O'Neill)
J15 4x+ (Downes, Dhariwal, Greene, Stephens, Andrea (Cox)
J17 2x Lennard, Francis
J18 1x Jackson.

J17 2x - this new combination saw off crews
from Kingston, RGS and Henley among others
to pick up their first win together.

There were many other great performances throughout the day too including:
2nd in J16 4+, J18 4+
3rd in J154x+, WJ18 4x, WJ15 4x+, J18 1x
Thank you to all the parents that came along to support in the pouring rain!

J15 4x+ - This squad picking up their 2nd event win this
season after Wallingford 2 weeks ago.

J18 Boys 4x - Won the Intermediate open event beating
crews from Reading University. They also pick up their
2nd event win of the season.
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Wallingford Long Distance Sculls
On Saturday 28th September Team Borlase took to the water at Wallingford Long Distance Sculls for their
first Head Race of the Season. A full list of results can be found on the Wallingford Long Distance Sculls
Website - wallingford-sculls.org.uk/results/.
The stand out performances of the day came from our J18 Quad of Ben Furley, Ben Jackson, Ed O'Neill and
Sam Nicklin who took victory in their event, a promising start to the season as this quad prepares to race
at the Head of the Charles Regatta in Boston USA later this month.
Our J15 Boys 4x+ of Willem Bateson, Hector Downes,Ed Ridley, Billy Dhariwal and cox Will Shipton Jones
also took victory in their event beating crews from Magdalen College, Wallingford and RGS High Wycombe.
Our girls J15 4x+of Maya Jackson, Sofia Heard-Norrish, Eliza Seymour, Emily Tremelling and cox Eden Hunt
finished 5th behind strong crews from Henley, Maidenhead, Abingdon and Headington.
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HOCKEY NEWS
Week 4
Week four was packed with fixtures and the GU14s and BU12s started us off on Monday with matches against
Godolphin & Latymer and GMS respectively. The GU14s lost 3-2 in their final preparation game before the
County Heats later on in the week and the BU12 A&B teams had productive fixtures against the GU13s from
GMS.
The Tuesday was a successful day for our U16 teams, the GU16 A team beat GMS 3-0 and the BU16 A team beat
Charterhouse 8-0 to begin their seasons on a positive note. The U18s then travelled down to Millfield on the
Wednesday to continue our good relationship with the Somerset school, both teams playing out competitive
games.
The GU14s also played on the Wednesday in their County Heats and, after winning two and drawing one of
their group games, they travelled to GMS to play Piper's Corner in the semi-finals. A tight 2-1 win put the girls
into the final and secured qualification for the County Finals.
The GU13 A&B teams capped off a busy day with 2-1 and 3-2 wins over Piper's Corner respectively.
Thursday saw the GU18s play in their first indoor fixture of the season in an entertaining game at MCS Oxford
and the BU14 A team were too strong for West London Free School at Marlow Sports Club.
The week then finished with a successful visit to GMS for the GU16 indoor squad, securing a draw and a win
in their triangular with GMS and Beaconsfield High.
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Week 5
Week five began with our GU12 A+B teams recording good victories on the Monday against LVS,
Ascot, before the BU16s travelled to Oxford to face Magdalen College School in their first indoor
fixture of the season. A 6-2 victory is a reflection of the speed in which this group are developing
On the Tuesday, the GU16 A team then travelled to Stowe School for their 'friendly' County Tournament
and, after three wins and two draws from their five games, came away in first place. The group also
made big strides in their team dynamics, which was pleasing to see ahead of their National Cup R1
game today.
The BU16 B team also travelled away on the Tuesday and competed well against a strong Kingston
Grammar School side.
Wednesday was our busiest day of the season so far with twelve fixtures in total. At the top end of the
school, the GU18 team lost to another strong Kingston Grammar School side and the BU18 narrowly
lost 0-1 to Whitgift. The BU16s played another indoor fixture against Charterhouse, winning 5-4 in
the dying moments to end a good week for them.
The junior sides had plenty of fixtures as well on Wednesday with the BU12s drawing two and losing
one of their fixtures against Merchant Taylors' School, the BU13s won one and lost two against the
same opposition and the GU13s were competitive in defeat against Beaconsfield High School.
On Thursday, the GU14 squad played in their County Finals at Stowe School and qualified for the
Regional Heats as county runners-up after winning two and losing one of their games. This is a great
achievement in their first season of 11-a-side hockey.
To end the week, a GU16 and GU18 combined indoor team drew one and lost one against Beaconsfield
High and Great Marlow respectively in a well contested triangular on Friday. The GU12s also had
fixtures on Friday against Kingston Grammar School, losing one and drawing two.
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In other news……
•
Huge congratulations to old Borlasians Jack Turner and Freya Bull, plus Borlase Hockey coaches Lee
Morton and Pete Scott, for their selections to this year’s GB Elite Development Programme.
All four players/coaches are fantastic role models for our younger students and thoroughly deserve their
selections after years of hard work.
•
For the first time since 2013, Borlase Hockey are travelling to Amsterdam for a four day/four night trip
to play three fixtures against local teams. The facilities are incredible and we are very much looking forward
to experiencing the Dutch culture and style of hockey with our current Y8 and Y9 students.
Fixtures are planned against HC Athena, HC Amersfoort and HC Houten, whilst we are also aiming to watch
one of the top teams in Europe, AH&BC, play on Thursday evening.
To keep up-to-date with the trip, check Borlase Hockey’s Twitter feed from Monday 21st October onwards.
•
Borlase Hockey and Marlow Hockey Club are running hockey camps during the October half-term
break at Marlow Sports Club. The Super Sticks and Hockey Academy camps will take place on Monday 28th
and Tuesday 29th October.
Please see following posters for more information on the hockey camps.
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