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Borlase 400 - Thank You!
As we reach the end of the school’s 400th anniversary year we would like to thank the many, many Old Borlasians who 
supported the school in achieving its vision for the centenary. Over a four year period over £1m pounds was raised 
through donations which helped enormously with all the school developments including the Sports Hall and Astro, 
repurposing and extending other buildings and transforming the Centenary Hall. Thank you too to everyone who has 
supported getting Borlase Rowing from its rented site at Longridge to the new Marlow & District Boathouse site. There’s 
more news on that from Tony Compton. 
Thank You and Well Done!

It was wonderful to see everyone who came back to school across our twelve month programme of events - the concerts, 
shows, talks, the Celebration Dinner, the Exhibition, the sports matches, and the Borlase Birthday Bash. 

We were delighted to see over a thousand guests at both the Exhibition and the Borlase Birthday Bash and over three 
hundred at the Celebration Dinner. The final Borlase 400 event is the Alumni Carol Service in All Saints Church on Tuesday, 
December 17th - the tickets have now sold out and it will be great to see so many of you there. There are over fifty OB 
choristers signed up to sing in the Alumni Choir, the largest Alumni Choir to date! 

The 400 Exhibition - The exhibition boards have been published on the website here, thanks to Leyla Vedadipour, 
Digital Communications Lead - LINK 

Borlase over 400 Years - The CGI Film created, Harry Elliot (OB 2010 - 2017) impressed everyone who watched it at the 
exhibition. It captures the building of the school from its foundation stones to the current day - fascinating and moving. 
You can watch it here. 

Memorabilia
There is still a chance to buy some memorabilia of the milestone anniversary which will make some great Christmas 
presents.

The First 400 Years Book is still available online and at the Marlow Bookshop if you are local.

You can also buy our unique Borlase 400 designer socks - and the OBs Borlase scarf.

Another potential gift can be the Boat Club Book also available online.

Borlase Birthday Bash
The summer event of 2024 was a fabulous outdoor concert attended by over a thousand guests organised by Seth Miall, 
Director of Performing Arts (OB 2002 - 2009). With two outdoor stages, street food vendors, crafts,  a bouncy castle and 
a big wheel, Colonel’s Meadow was transformed into a wonderful family festival for the afternoon and long into the 
evening. It was great to see so many of you with your young families enjoying the music, the rare sunshine for last July 
and the Borlase 400 Beer. 

On the stage, we were treated to performances from current Borlase bands where there is so much talent and OB Bands 
back for one night only including Diverted Traffic (2022) and Steve Haywood’s (1988) These Certain People. 

Winter 2024

https://www.swbgs.com/page/?title=Borlase+400+Exhibition+Collection&pid=251
https://www.swbgs.com/page/?title=400th+Anniversary+%2D+2024&pid=221
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/borlase/t-rpgdvna
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/borlase/t-moppqkx
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/borlase/t-jzynlqj
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Borlase 400 - Thank You!

Winter 2024

Message from Headteacher
There has been no let-up in the celebratory and commemorative events taking place as 
we approach the end of the 400th anniversary of the school’s founding.  Most recently, 
we have enjoyed the Senior Play, a side-splitting performance of Richard Bean’s One 
Man, Two Guvnors in The Mountfield Theatre while last month Remembrance Day was 
commemorated with a slightly different format.  With the Remembrance flag flying 
from the new flagpole, Year 7s participated in the traditional Chapel Service but greater 
emphasis was placed on the events on the tennis courts.  The whole school assembled 
and the occasion was marked with readings remembering the 80th anniversary of the 
D Day landings, Operation Market Garden, and the battles of Monte Cassino, Kohima, 
Imphal and Scheldt, as well as the extraordinary story of SOE operative, Noor-un-Nisa 
Inayat Khan before the two minutes’ silence was observed.

I hope to see some of you at the Alumni Carol Service and wish you all a restful and 
enjoyable Christmas and new year.
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Message from Our President

Borlase Boat Club

As the School’s 400th anniversary year draws to a close, so does my (second) term of office as President of the Old 
Borlasian Club. I am delighted to announce that Kay Mountfield will succeed me as President at the Club’s AGM on 3 
December. As a former Headteacher, Kay will already be well known to all of you, as is her commitment to the School and 
all Borlasians. The committee looks forward to working with her as the Club goes from strength to strength.

There is strong precedent for Headteachers becoming President of the Club. When the Club was founded in 1907 by the 
then-Headteacher, Rev’d Albert Skinner, the first President was former Headteacher, Rev’d Michael Graves, who served 
until 1933. Former Headteacher Roy Smith was President in 2000–2001, and former Acting Headteacher Don Banner was 
President in 2001–2002. Kay also becomes only the third female President in the Club’s history.

On 11 November, Old Borlasians attended the annual Service of Remembrance in the School Chapel. Andy Howland 
(Staff 1989–2008) laid a wreath on behalf of the Old Borlasian Club, and Chris Funnell (OB 1975–1978) did a reading.

I hope to see many Old Borlasians at the Alumni Carol Service at All Saints’ Church in Marlow 
on 17th December. The Club will also host the President’s Sherry Party on the last day of term to 
thank the staff for all their hard work over the past year.

It has been a privilege to serve as President over the past 2 years. Thank you to all the committee 
members who have supported me and ensured that the Old Borlasian Club continues to thrive.

Best wishes,
Gregory Lim (OB 1997 - 2003)
President

Winter 2024

Borlase Boat Club had a challenging season last year, hampered by the weather and conditions on the water cancelling 
much of the training and many races and regattas. They also dealt with the discovery of RAAC in the gym ceiling with 
resilience and adapted successfully to outdoor indoor training under canvas throughout the winter. We are delighted to 
have moved to our new site at Gossmore Park under a new Director of Rowing, Jonathan Keir. 

Despite this the club enjoyed remarkable success with almost 100 rowers involved in the programme, representation at 
Henley Royal Regatta for our senior boy’s quad, and our senior girl’s quad making it through qualifications to the side-by-
side racing at Henley Women’s Regatta where they came up against the current U19 world champion crew. Our girls U16 
quad qualified to represent Upper Thames in the Junior Interregional Tournament and went on to become champions, 
a long-awaited national gold medal for our girls’ programme. 

Few rowing clubs have overcome so much in the last year. And this success is a testament to the commitment of not 
only the current rowers, but also those that have gone before and set the standard.  We are one of the smallest clubs 
and funding is challenging. We need new boats to give the rowers the opportunities they deserve. And we are looking to 
ensure the new site has the infrastructure required to enthuse and support the next generation. We value the support of 
our alumni in whatever form that might take and welcome anyone who would like to join us at an event, race or regatta. 
If you are a former rower or simply supportive of the programme and would like to keep in touch, please contact us.

mailto:icains%40swbgs.com?subject=
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Boathouse News

Tom Dean enjoys more Olympic success in 2024

With the phase 1 site works for the new boathouse completed late in the summer 
the Boat Club were in a position to start the short transfer journey across the river 
from Longridge to the new site.

Together with Great Marlow School, boats and racking were slowly transported 
and set up hoping to be ready for the beginning of the autumn term. Unfortunately, 
the installation of the pontoons and riverbank work for the Boating Area were 
delayed and not completed until the end of September.

To delay things further, after heavy rain, the river soon reached flood level. 
Although there was no rowing on the river the hinged access ramps which lead 
on to the pontoons were immediately tested with the water level rising more than 
1 metre which at least proved that they worked.

The Club has had to wait until early November to start using the new site and 
Boating Area and to enjoy their newfound independence at last. Meanwhile, the 
building project for the boathouse is being looked at in more detail to establish 
the likely cost and allow fundraising to proceed in earnest.

Tom Dean MBE (OB 2011 - 2018) won the third 
Olympic gold of his career to date to help Great 
Britain retain their men’s 4x200m freestyle title in 
magnificent fashion at Paris 2024 this summer.

Tom Dean once again teamed up with Duncan 
Scott, James Guy and Matt Richards to win Britain’s 
first swimming gold medal of the Games in the Paris 
La Defense Arena.

The quartet have dominated the event in recent 
years, winning gold at both the rescheduled 
Tokyo Games in 2021 and at the 2023 World 
Championships in Japan.

As Tom commented after the race:

“I don’t think you can put it into words. This is what we all dream of. This is what I have been dreaming of for three years 
since we won. We are the first team with the same quartet to defend an Olympic [swimming] title – it’s incredible.”

Many congratulations Tom!

From L-R Duncan Scott, James Guy, Matthew Richards and Tom

Winter 2024



1956
There were 338 pupils at the School and was the year when Mr Booth retired as 
Headmaster. He was replaced by Mr Hazleton, who oversaw a number of new 
buildings to cater for the growing pupil intake. The South Block was built with 
new classrooms below and a large Art Room on the first floor. On the site of the 
old cricket nets, directly behind The Cloisters, the North Block was built creating 
more teaching spaces and including a new Assembly Hall, which took up more 
than half of the site. The new Hall had its own stage and was used for music 
concerts as well as the new Gymnasium for PE. 

1966
As the School continued to grow in pupil numbers so the need to expand the 
School facilities became more pressing. In 1963, next to Home Meadow and dug 
on the site of the Headmaster’s own allotment, the School swimming pool was 
built. It was 25m long and 3m deep at the deep end. The aerial photo also showed 
the School’s cricket pitch at the top of Colonel’s Meadow. In 1965 Colonel’s 
Meadow, which had been leased to Borlase at a peppercorn rent since 1890, was 
purchased by the County and passed onto the School. 

1993
Lady Verney High School was a girls’ Grammar School in High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire, England that closed in 1993. It merged with Wycombe High 
School but a small intake of girls came to Borlase’s Sixth Form in 1988. The 
School’s move to becoming a co-educational School again necessitated an 
expansion of School facilities. A new Gymnasium and Music suite, adjacent to 
the swimming pool, opened in 1990 and freed up more classroom space on site. 
Student numbers continued to increase to more than 800 by 1994. 

2022
With pupil numbers reaching 1100 the School now resembles more of a campus 
with numerous new buildings and excellent sports facilities catering for all sports. 
The Audrey Moore Building housing a new canteen, Art and English Departments 
as well as the new Sixth Form Common Room was built. The Sixth Form was 
later moved to the new white, modern building in 2016. The Weston Building for 
Technology and the Performing Arts, including a purpose built 250-seater theatre, 
opened in 2006. 

Sadly, the outdoor swimming pool, which had been a feature of Borlase since 
1963, had to close to allow for these new building projects.  The need for new 
sports facilities also meant developing on Home Meadow, where a new sports centre and artificial hockey pitch were 
built, leaving Colonel’s Meadow and Quoitings Piece as the only grass playing areas on the site. Cricket and Hockey are 
now played at Marlow Sports Club after a long-term usage agreement was signed in 2011.

6

Aerial Photographs of Borlase

Winter 2024
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Old Borlasian’s at Santa’s Fun Run

Where are they now? Leon Tasch (OB, Head Boy 2021)

Marlow was a sea of red on December 1st st with the annual Charity Santa Fun Run taking over the town. As always OBs 
and current Borlase staff and students were out there supporting the charity and embracing the community spirit! It’s 
a great family occasion with lots of intergenerational groups running - thank you to Susannah Nicklin (OB Parent) for 
capturing this sweaty line-up!

Leon is studying Maths at St Andrews, and of course, as a former Borlase 
Madriguy he has taken his love and experience of singing close harmony 
north of the border. With like-minded and talented university friends they 
make up the close harmony group The Other Guys. It was a real treat to 
see and hear Leon and the guys perform at All Saints Church in Marlow on 
September 3rd. This was the first night of a tour of the guys’ home towns.

Leon expressed his thanks to Dr Ben Parsons and Seth Miall, former and 
current directors of Music at Borlase for fostering his passion for singing. 
There are so many Borlasians out there continuing to spread their love of 
Music; it’s always great to catch up with you. Te digna sequere!

Kay Mountfield, 
Former Staff (2005 - 2024)

Here’s the YOUTUBE link for the Scottish acappella championships 2023.

Winter 2024

From left to right: Henry Bennett, Ben Wright (OBs 2016), Cameron Hunter, Alec 
Bussell, Polly Bennett, Sam Nicklin (OBs 2020), Kay Mountfield (OB 2024), Julien 

Bussell (OB 1984), Paul Nicklin (OB 1988) Lydia Aldridge (OB 2016)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YzDgfLVSH0
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Curtains Down for Performing Arts Staff - And Another Opening of Another Show

This year the school bid farewell to two of its long-serving stalwarts 
from Borlase Performing Arts.

When the school was awarded Performing Arts Status in 2005 Dr 
Holding appointed some new staff to take the arts forward as a 
school. I had the wonderful job of being able to lead the arts from 
2005 and was joined by an outstanding team of exceptional talent 
and dedication.  

Mark Hartley, was leading the Production Arts Department in a 
Further Education College and was highly regarded nationally for his 
work in vocational education. Mark introduced Technical Theatre 
and Production Arts BTEC to the Sixth Form programme at Borlase 
and over the 19 years he was at school, inspired a generation of 
outstanding practitioners who went on to Drama Conservatories 
and who are now running theatres across London and beyond. 

He set up JAM Theatre with Jo Noel Hartley based at the school, providing young people and adults from all around 
Marlow to get involved in Music, Dance and Theatre. Mark stopped working at the school in an official capacity this 
summer to take up the professional opportunities he kept turning down in order to keep supporting the school. He is 
very busy designing sets for productions in the West End and around the World - but he is still finding time to lend his 
expert advice to school.

In 2009, he was joined by a new Performing Arts Technician in Jennifer (Jenny) Chislett. Jenny arrived about a week 
before we opened The Pirates of Penzance, with our current Director of Music, one Mr Seth Miall (OB 2002 - 2009), in 
a lead role. Jenny rose to every challenge that was thrown at her, and over the 15 years has enabled the school to put 
on myriads of wonderful Dance shows, Musical and Drama Productions and Concerts. Jenny created the Strictly Come 
Dancing set which has become one of the school’s annual highlights - so many of you reading this will have competed 
while in Year 8 over the last 19 years! 

Jenny, along with Mark, masterminded Rocktober which continues to provide budding rock bands with a great platform 
and Jenny created all those wonderful films for the annual Arts Dinner which has been running since 2008. Jenny trained 
film-makers, technicians, make-up artists and created a warm and welcoming, supportive atmosphere for all of the 
students (and staff!). 

She has taken on a role at the Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse Theatres and is already making an impact.

It was fabulous to have Mark and Jenny create the set and whole experience that was the Borlase Birthday Bash for our 
400th this summer - Big Wheel, bouncy castles, two outdoor stages and pyrotechnics of course! It was lovely to see so 
many techies back to say farewell and thank you too to all who sent in messages.

Good Luck and Thanks Mark and Jenny xxx

Kay Mountfield
Former Staff (2005 - 2024)

Winter 2024
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Service of Remembrance  
11th November 2024

In addition to the usual very important elements, the Service focussed 
on the 80th anniversary of the D Day landings, Operation Market Garden 
and the battles of Monte Cassino, Kohima, Imphal and Scheldt.

There were many impressive contributions by staff but, as always, the 
pupils were massively involved

There were important performances by organist Hugh Robson and by 
Director of Music, Seth Miall and the Cantorum.       

In the Chapel, Year 7 congregated along with some senior pupils, some 
staff and a few Old Borlasians.   There were many moving readings 
which were spoken by staff, by Old Borlasian Chris Funnell but mainly 
by pupils from either year 13 or year 7.

Poppies were laid  on behalf of our six Houses.

A departure from previous Remembrance Services was the taking place 
on the tennis courts of considerably more of the Service. That allowed 
Years 8 to 13  and more staff to  experience much more.    

A number of the pupils wore their services cadet uniforms. 

There were four pieces which were read out by senior pupils. Among them was a brief 
but impressive account of each of the actions listed near the start of this article.   

Four wreaths were laid – one of them being from the Club.  After the Service, the 
wreaths were transferred to the Chapel.

Those pupils in cadet uniform read out the names of our War dead.  

Two pupils played The Last Post and Reveille

Of course, the Silence was impeccably observed.

Since my retirement from Borlase’s in 2008, it has been my privilege to attend virtually every such service to be held 
at the school.  Of them, for me, without doubt, this was the most outstanding

The School’s contribution to the Service was truly magnificent.  

Winter 2024
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Obituaries

SIMON SHARP
(OB 1957 - 1965)

It is with much sadness that I have to report the death of my old rowing crewmate 
Simon Sharp. Simon emerged to become one of the top oarsmen at School and was 
Captain of Boats in his last two years at the same time as being Head Boy. We rowed 
together in the School’s First Eight in 1964, Simon at stroke and me backing him up at 
seven. He was built to be an oarsman, tall and strong and with his red hair suggesting 
great competitiveness.

On leaving Borlase he went on to study engineering at St John’s College Cambridge and furthered his rowing career there 
rowing in his college crew, Lady Margaret Boat Club, which won the Ladies Plate at Henley Royal Regatta in 1966. He 
then just missed out on a place in the Cambridge Blue boat having to settle for Goldie instead. His university crewmates 
described him as “a brilliant 6-man totally dependable and consistently good-natured”. That is exactly how I remember 
him as well.

After university Simon worked for Costains on major engineering projects sometimes traveling abroad. Later he did a 
further engineering degree at Imperial College and specialised in concrete structures. He continued with his rowing 
career at Leander, Quintin and Marlow Rowing Clubs. Among his notable rowing achievements were winning National 
Championship Pairs and representing England. Simon eventually eased off competitive rowing at a high level and took 
up skiffing instead.

In the 1970s Simon left engineering and transitioned to management training and later founded his own Communication 
Skills business. He met his wife Prudence through this work and they married in 1981. They have two sons, Edward and 
Harry. A man of many talents, Simon took up playing the baritone saxophone and played with the Bucks Berks and Oxen 
Big Band amongst other concert jazz bands over the past 20 years or so.

In 1994 four of us from the 1964 School First Eight got together for a paddle on the Marlow reach where it had all begun 
30 years before, Simon taking his rightful position at stroke. We all remembered how good we were then!

Simon was a true gentleman, always welcoming when you met him with his very firm handshake and a joy to be around. 
His death at the age of 78 followed a short illness and even though, sadly, he had developed early signs of dementia it 
was a great shock to his family and everyone that knew him.

R.I.P Simon David Sharp.

Tony Compton (OB 1957 - 1964)

Winter 2024
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Obituaries

ALEX SCOTT - (1975 – 2024)
(OB 1988 - 1994)

Alex died of a heart attack, aged just 48.  Whilst at school, he enjoyed engaging in many sports, 
playing rugby, squash and basketball, and is fondly remembered as being gentle and kind.  From 
his schoolmates’ recollections, Andy Howland was able to deliver a beautiful eulogy at Alex’s 
funeral.

Later in life, Alex developed an irrepressible thirst for general knowledge, was an avid reader, 
home gardener, and greatly enjoyed adventures in cooking.  He was the one you would have 
wanted on your team in a pub quiz, or inviting you round for an ‘adventurous’ meal.

He will be remembered as a loving husband to Shannon and a devoted father to Milo, as well as 
a committed pack leader to the family spaniel, Scout.  He is survived by his parents Harry and 
Diane, and sister Caroline.

Caroline Robertson

MICHAEL EAGLETON - (1943 - 2024)
(OB 1953 - 1960)

Michael Eagleton, a cherished Marlow resident, leaves behind a lasting legacy as founder of Marlow Jazz Club, former 
chairman of Marlow United Football Club, and a beloved radio presenter.

Michael passed away on September 9, aged 81, following a brief illness. He was cremated privately on September 20, 
as per his wishes. His wife, Anne, described him as her “soul mate and best friend.”

Born in 1943, Michael spent his entire life in Marlow. A former pupil of Sir William Borlase’s Grammar School, his 
early jobs included work at a greengrocers and a paper company. In 1968, he married Anne, and in the mid-1970s, he 
opened his own record shop, Chiltern Sound, in Spittal Street. The store became a local hub for 
music lovers and even welcomed David Bowie during a promotional tour.

His passion for jazz saw him establish connections with the prestigious Pizza Express Jazz Club, 
bringing renowned artists like Dexter Gordon and Jimmy Witherspoon to Marlow. Simon Lenton, 
who now co-runs the club, praised Michael’s dedication and deep knowledge of jazz.

Michael’s contributions extended beyond music. As chairman of Marlow United Football Club 
in the 1990s, he witnessed the team play Tottenham Hotspur in the FA Cup. In 2007, he began 
presenting Swing That Music on Marlow F.M., a show that reflected his love for jazz and delighted 
listeners with live concert recordings from his extensive archives.

Friend and fellow presenter Paul Mansell described Michael as a “sublime presenter” and 
“irreplaceable.” His passion and stories leave a significant gap in the community he loved and 
served.

Winter 2024
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Obituaries

SIMON BEVERIDGE 
(OB 1989 - 1995)

Sadly, Simon, aged 47, passed away unexpectedly at his home in East Devon.
 
Whilst I did not know Simon well, I do remember him as being cheerful, polite and with a very slight hint of good-
natured mischief. He excelled in our swimming galas – battling it out with Kevin Wills. He was a good skier and as such 
was a very popular member of some SWB ski trips.

It was a given that he would be made Head of Saxons. 
 
I enclose tributes from two of his peers:

“Simon stood out as someone who got on really well with everyone. He was smart and got consistently good grades. He had a 
wonderful sense of humour and was liked and respected by all. He was just a lovely, lovely man - always with a smile. He was never 
complaining or negative.”

“Simon was in the year above me at SWB and we didn’t really cross paths there, but I did know him to be a friendly, cheerful and kind 
guy. I assume he took a year off after school because, on my first day at University in Sept 1996, as I was queuing in my dauntingly big 
hall of residence with all of the fellow freshers to get our room keys, nervously trying not to look too nervous, I heard someone shout 
my name – and over bounced Simon B. After greeting me like a long-lost pal, he introduced me to some other fellow freshers he’d 
just met, and then some others. In fact, it seemed that he already knew all 300 residents - despite only having been there for half an 
hour! And so, it would continue. His positive, enthusiastic, high-energy appetite for life, willingness to have a friendly chat to anyone 
and his sense of humour quickly endeared him to all. He formed many close and lifelong friendships, as do many in their first year 
at Uni. However, I doubt that many were as universally well-known and liked. 
RIP Simon B.”
 
Simon worked for a global machine vision company and, in 2007 , with a colleague,  founded SIGA Vision “a leading 
designer of automated visual inspection systems”

Simon left a wife, Ann, and a very young daughter, Alice.  

Andy Howland 
Former Staff (1989 - 2008)

Gerald Pidoux 
(OB 1957- 1963) 

It is with sadness we announce the passing of Gerald, who died aged 79, in Beauvais France after a long illness. He is 
survived by his wife Michele. His brother, Michael, 1958 to 65, is an active Old Borlasian who continues to support the 
school. Both brothers were keen tennis players while at school and even this year, Michael offered to play in an Old 
Boys’ tournament. However, he magnanimously reminded us that Gerald beat him in the school tennis match in 1964.  
The achievement is recorded here in The Borlasian of 1964.       

Our deepest sympathies to Michele, Michael and the wider family.

Winter 2024

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/65f0762d6a.html#page/16
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Trip down memory lane - Borlase in 1975
With the loss of some key players the Borlase Chess Club faced the prospect of an arduous season but some new talent 
emerged and the School performed admirably in the “Sunday Times National Chess Competition” losing late on in the 
competition after a fierce struggle with Eton College.  

With support from the newly formed Parents’ Association Borlase welcomed its first videotape recorder together with a 
hired colour TV receiver making it possible to use televised programmes in lessons, no matter when they were broadcast. 
Room 13, next to the Geography Room, became the School’s first Visual Aids Room. 

Borlase’s own version of “It’s A Knockout” was into its 2nd year courtesy of Alan Black Entertainments featuring soccer 
skittles, jelly obstacle races on dry land and “Goal of the Month” diving headers and ping pong with fishing nets in the 
pool. Significant funding was raised on the day to help finance various school projects. 

The Borlase Boat Club became self-sufficient in 1975 with the purchase of a purpose-built rowing trailer on which to 
transport boats and blades to Heads and Regattas. Borlase Rowing had a disappointing year overall but other sports 
had great seasons with the Hockey 1st team winning all of their matches except a late 2-1 loss to arch rivals RGS High 
Wycombe. The Cricket 1st team also had a great season and avenged the Hockey loss against RGS with a convincing 
victory on Colonel’s Meadow.

Borlase U15s sides excelled this year in rugby, hockey and cricket – Borlase Sport looked in good hands for the rest of 
the seventies. 

The School play in 1975 was G.B Shaw’s “Androcles and the Lion”, the revered Chemistry teacher, Mr Ogden, President of 
the Borlase Aeronautical Society, successfully restored and flew his own aircraft, while the Railway Society made a visit 
to Barry Island, where over 100 steam trains awaited the breakers prompting one member to comment “A trip to Barry 
would sadden the most avant-garde rail enthusiast”

Winter 2024

 An Evening with The Chris Weeks Trio
Many of you may remember Chris Weeks as the leading man in many Borlase musicals and concerts. Well, I’m delighted 
to say that his exceptional vocal talent is continuing to wow audiences around the country.

After seeing Chris’ amazing performance as Buddy Holly in the touring musical, I was keen to hear what The Chris Weeks 
Trio might have to offer. On the 15th September I managed to get tickets to his sellout show in Watlington, where Chris 
and his fellow musicians entertained everyone all evening with music from the 1930s through to the 1980s.  Despite the 
chilliness of a mid-September evening out in the Spire and Spoke Teepee, Chris developed a warm rapport with the 
audience who thoroughly enjoyed the well-known songs and jazz classics, as well as Chris’ anecdotes.

If you haven’t heard Chris sing since his Borlase starring roles, 
then there is a chance to catch him on his new tour, The Rise and 
Fall of Rock and Roll with the Bluejays. 

Margaret Nixon
Former Staff (2005 - 2023)
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Don’t forget the ‘Merch’!
Don’t forget, we have fantastic Old Borlasian Club 
merchandise available:

OBC Scarf:
OBC Members £15
Non Members £30

OBC Tie:
OBC Members £12
Non Members £20

OBC Badge:
OBC Members £5
Non Members £7.50

All proceeds go towards supporting Borlase.  Please email 
us to order.  Please include the items you would like to 
order, the quantity and your address.

If you are not already a member, 
we would love you to join the Old 

Borlasian Club. Please click here for the 
membership form.

We are also keen to receive any 
anecdotes or memories you have of 

your time at Borlase.

Please send them to 
obclub.membership@gmail.com

Winter 2024
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