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Message from Our President
I would like to start by apologising for the delay in sending out the Summer newsletter. 
With a number of technical issues and staff changes this year, the summer newsletter did 
not get sent out so this term’s communication includes some summer and winter stories.
The summer term was as eventful as ever. Academic Exams were successfully completed 
and sport, the arts and cultural activities thrived. Borlase girls and boys’ Rowing Crews 
competing at Henley and the National Championships. There is more about this in the 
letter. The rowers have now moved to their new base further along the river, which they 
share with Great Marlow School Boat Club and where the Marlow Schools Boathouse 
is planned to be built. Thank you so much to everyone who supported the schools in 
Phase 1 of the project - buying the land, the building work required to have 
access routes, installing the pontoons and security fencing etc to make it 
possible for the rowers to have a safe and secure base for rowing with less 
flooding and easy access. For more information about Phase 2, you can visit 
the Marlow Schools Boathouse website.
The summer term closed with the Junior Musical production of the Little 
Mermaid which was  excellent. It included a cast of over 100 students from 
years 7-9 who were both talented  and bursting with enthusiasm. Former 
Tech Theatre students would have loved all the additional lighting and  
effects “toys” bright in for the production. This year, the school appointed 
Jamie Potter (OB 2009) into the  role of Senior Technician for Performing Arts 
and Director of Performing Arts, Seth Miall (OB 2009) continues  to generate 
opportunities for Borlasians to develop their performance  skills in music, 
drama, dance and technical theatre. So many Borlasians  discovered their 
passion for the arts at school and it’s good to see all  this still happening. 

This term, rehearsals started for the Senior Production which will take place 
in February 2026. I am delighted as an OB to be back on the production 
team working with the Music and Dance department on West Side Story. 
The show opens on February 9th. We will reach out to you before then but for any OBs who enjoyed their time 
on stage at school, this is a great opportunity to return.

The guest of honour and speaker for Speech Day this year was Paul Hawkins OBE (OB 1992). Paul gave  an 
inspirational speech to the students and their parents, sharing his own experiences at school and how he 
turned the “Orders” system into  an incentive to drive his determination for success; it clearly worked. He talked 
about his persistence when promoting his innovation, the Hawk Eye Computer Visions System all those years 
ago, and he acknowledged a little bit of serendipity with the weather when he was interviewed by the BBC 
about it during a live cricket match when rain stopped play; he had much more air time than planned allowing 
huge interest to beMessage from Our President generated in his invention! The rest is history as they say! Paul 
also talked about his awe-inspiring row across the Atlantic with his son back in December. They were the first 
pair to reach the finish line in Antigua after taking part in the World’s Toughest Row . We hope to share more 
with you about this incredible achievement.

Winter 2025
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What is the Borlase Trust?
Tony Compton: Former OB President and Current Trustee, Borlase Trust.

Some of you may have heard of the Borlase Trust but are not really sure what it does. The terminology is 
particularly confusing in this new era where the school is part of a Multi Academy Trust. We will include an 
article on the Multi Academy Trust and how this differs from Local Education Authorities in the next newsletter. 
However, I have received questions about the Borlase Trust and would like to start by clarifying the role of this 
Trust.

Many years ago I served on the Board of Governors for about ten years and for most of that time I acted as 
chairman of the Buildings Sub-committee and was very involved with all things to do with the school site 
and its buildings. For the past seven years I have been pleased to act as a trustee of the Borlase Trust thus 
maintaining, as an architect and Old Borlasian, my interest in the school’s buildings.

The Trust was originally created in 1996 and had a fairly low key role in Borlase life in those days. With the 
creation of the Marlow Education Trust almost ten years ago, the administration and management of all things 
at Borlase have gradually changed with the MET generally controlling centrally functions such as buildings, 
IT, HR and Financial management. At the same time the governing board’s responsibilities have changed and 
they do not have a Buildings Sub-committee to address building matters.

In this respect the Borlase Trust, as a charity, is the registered owner of the school buildings and the site and 
the Trustees act as the guardians of all the school’s built environment. Ideally the Trust has to be consulted 
regarding any proposed work in the form of new buildings, alterations and extensions and even significant 
maintenance work. There are one or two exceptions such as the playing fields which are not owned by the 
Trust.

One current example is the proposed means of fire-escape door from the chapel which is sensitive work that 
needs Listed Buildings Consent granted by the Local Authority. The original 17th century schoolhouse is a 
listed building which means that all the school buildings within its curtilage are effectively listed as well.

The Trust supports the school where it can. Although it has no income it has limited funds some of which were 
recently contributed towards the cost of the stained glass windows in the Centenary Hall.

The Trust exists to safeguard the future of the splendid buildings and open spaces that we have at Borlase. We 
meet twice a year to review building related matters but in between, I maintain close contact with the school 
as chairman of the Trust.

Winter 2025

Join Borlase Instagram!

@borlasegrammar

https://www.instagram.com/borlasegrammar/
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Winter 2025

For this year’s annual dinner we decided to hold an informal Curry Night in the Stuart Lever Room. It was a 
lovely way to brighten up a November evening and all who attended enjoyed the event. The Lever Room is 
the school’s archive room and now makes a superb venue for parties and dinners for up to about sixty people. 
Surrounded by archive photographs of the school and interesting memorabilia it has a great ambience for 
reunions.

A huge thank you to the committee for organising the dinner, in particular Julien Bussell for liaising with the 
restaurant and Cathie Wells and her mum for making very impressive puddings. The food was delicious and 
with everyone bringing their own wine, the whole event was very relaxed!

Tony Compton presided as toastmaster ensuring that the Toovey Loving Cup was positioned at the head of the 
table as is tradition. Toasts were raised to Headteachers and Borlasians past and present and there were OB 
guests present from under the headship of WS Booth through to Kay Mountfield and included past and current 
staff under the headship of E G Goodall.

Our president, Kay Mountfield gave the address, celebrating the sustained support of the school given by the 
OB Club which sponsors the annual prizes and the specialist awards for current Borlasians. She also thanked 
OBs for their support of the Chapel appeal. The chapel is close to the hearts of so many of us and we are 
all keen to ensure the tradition of attending assemblies in the chapel continues. There is more information 
about the Chapel appeal on the school’s website. (Chapel Appeal). She also spoke of the enthusiasm of OBs 
in staying in touch with the school and supporting it in so many ways. More OBs than ever are involved in the 
school’s careers programme, sharing their expertise and experience; likewise many OBs attend music, drama 
and sporting events. There will be a number of OB Sports events including Cricket and Hockey in the academic 
year; we will publish more information as we have it. There will also be the school’s production of West Side 
Story in the Theatre from February 9th - 12th and it would be great to see you there. We will keep you posted 
about future social events and you are most welcome to contact us or the school about bringing a group to 
use the venue.

The dinner closed with a rousing singing of the School Song accompanied by the inimitable Mr Robson - with 
coming out for in itself!

Old Borlasians’ Club Curry Night - November 15th
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Poetry Corner

Who has seen the wind?
Have you seen the wind my dear?

I heard that it passed by.
Yes, two days past not far from here;

I heard its sharp voice cry.

Have you heard the wind my dear?
I’ve missed it for too long.

Yes, last week in the open fields;
Its cold bite burnt my tongue.

Have you the taste of the wind my dear?
I long for its icy heat.

Yes, today by the dry riverbed; 
Its embrace swept up my feet.

Have you felt the wind my dear?
I was told that it was near.

Yes, last month in the evergreen woods; 
I caught its fresh scent clear.

Have you the scent of the wind my dear?
For it seems that all but I,

Have felt the breath of the spirit earth;
Descended from the sky.

Yes, I have seen the wind my dear 
But never with an open eye;

Stand arms wide on the mountainside
And feel its colours rush by.

Sarah Bowler, 2015

School Life
I rise and gobble, just at eight,

A hurried meal lest I be late; 
At eight-fifteen it is my rule

To catch the bus that runs to School.

Through Pinkney’s Green, down Bisham Hill, 
We rush along, but never spill,

All madly dashing through the air 
Until we come to Quoiting Square. 

Our School was built in days of old, 
And often it is very cold;

We run and jump and stamp our feet 
So as to generate some heat.

Some boys, I am ashamed to say, 
In lessons are inclined to play; 

But at mid-day they “do their stuff,” 
And at the tuck shop gorge jam puff. 

Our sportsmen always play the game;
To win or lose well is their aim.

They’re champion oarsmen, it’s quite clear-
They’ve brought six trophies home this year!

J. N. RIPPON, Form II, 1952

Buying At The Market 
Market day has come,

There are people here to buy, 
“Try my juicy Pears,”

You’ll hear the vendor cry.
“Half a pound of lard,

“Raisins that are pipped 
“A pound of crispy Cox’s 

“Oh dear the bag has ripped !”
“Four pairs of nylon stockings. 

The cheapest they must be, 
A hundred yards of nylon thread. 

A pair of shoes for me.” 
“A kipper and some fishcakes, 

A lobster packed in ice, 
A Chicken that’s for baking, 
That one there looks nice.” 

Home-time is near
Stalls disappear

Market day’s past.
Homeward at last!

S. Tavener, 1968

Winter 2025 
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Carol Service at All Saints

Christmas Dinner 2025

Winter 2025 

For this year’s Carol Service at All Saints on December 17th, we are delighted to welcome back an Alumni Choir 
of over 50 former choristers. As usual, they will be meeting in the George afterwards and are usually joined by 
many more OBs who were unable to get seats!

This year the capacity of the church for congregation has been significantly reduced due to tighter fire and 
safety regulations that have been imposed on the church. With music thriving at the school and almost 200 
children performing, it is very difficult to create space for OBs this year after parents have bought their limited 
allocation.

The school is exploring ways to involve OBs in the Christmas celebrations going forward into the next academic 
year. In the meantime, the event will be livestreamed and of course, you can always come along to The George, 
in Marlow.

The OBC committee enjoyed a lovely Christmas Dinner at Cote in Marlow following the AGM on December 2nd. 

The Hon. Sec. Cathie Wells presented John Barry with the John Barry Goblet for his dedicated service to the 
OBC Committee, as secretary, president and loyal and active committee member for over 62 years! The goblet 
will be used to raise a toast to the commitment and long service of OBC members in his name at annual OBC 
dinners. 

The committee were also delighted to present Ilona Cains, former Director of Development and Alumni 
Relations with a gift in recognition of her enthusiastic and much valued support of the OBC for over nine years 
while working at Borlase. We miss her and wish her well in her new role.
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A Trip Down Memory Lane – Borlase in 1972
On September 28th at the age of 76, Mr W.S Booth died in hospital at Stratford-
upon-Avon after a short illness. He was Headmaster of Borlase from 1927-1956, 
and although he retired 16 years ago, his death was a bereavement deeply felt not 
only by many Old Borlasians but by the School itself. 

Quoted in the 1972 Borlasian magazine “Mr Booth cared for each member of the 
School as an individual, and outside the classroom it came naturally to him to 
address any pupil, whether first or six-former by his Christian name”

Mr R.H Sage retired as Master in charge of Rowing after 38 years. 
On the morning of Sunday 20th February Mr Sage, arriving at the 
boathouse to supervise routine training, found to his amazement 
a crowd of 100 people assembled on the riverbank. The cover 
was lifted from the bows to reveal the name RUSSELL SAGE 
handsomely painted.

Mr V.G. Brewer (Captain of Boats 1941/42) came forward armed 
with a tankard of champagne. Mr Brewer made a speech full of 
delightful reminiscences in appreciation of Mr Sage’s services 
to rowing and drama at Borlase and finally named the boat. 
As mentioned in the Borlasian magazine “a delicate libation of 
champagne was administered to its varnish”

Continuing with the Rowing theme a party of 17 oarsmen from 
Borlase as well as Marlow Rowing Club spent a weekend in 
Marlow’s twin town, Marly-Le-Roi, for an international rowing 
tournament in 1972. It was a highly successful one for the school 
and the trip ended with a visit to Versailles.

The Sixth Form Society was conceived a few years ago and 
designed to bring local schools together to talk and debate a range of subjects. In 1972 Borlase was invited to 
the Worlaff Society at Wycombe High School to attend a lecture on population growth and the problems of 
poverty in Southern Italy. Wycombe High then visited Borlase later in the year to discuss topics on literature 
and poetry in its historical and social context. 

The Aeronautical Society had a strong following in 1972. Numerous excursions were organised both in the UK 
and abroad.  In the summer holidays Mr Ogden from the Chemistry Department arranged a mammoth trip 
across Europe to include France, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, Holland and Austria. Nine members saw 
over 3800 aircraft at 120 airfields and museums travelling 3,600 miles in a hired minibus!

Winter 2025



Back to sport and the School Cricket XI won every match in the 72 season except that against the Masters, 
mainly owing to the outstanding prowess of Andrew and Jeremy Field.

In swimming Borlase narrowly missed out on winning the cup at the Wycombe and District Gala losing out to 
arch rivals, R.G.S High Wycombe. I’m pleased to report, however, that the School swam against R.G.S later in 
the year and won a resounding victory by 103-83 points, an event unparalleled for several years!

The first wedding took place in the School Chapel in 1972 – many weddings and christenings have since taken 
place over the years.  

And finally an account of Borlase in the Victorian era from an Old Borlasian in 1972:-

Last spring, a History of Borlase Boat Club was published.
It has been written by Old Borlasian Tony Compton, who rowed at Borlase in the early 1960s and has been an 
active member at Marlow Rowing Club for the past 60 years. Tony has traced rowing right back to the late 19th 
century when boys at Borlase first started messing about in boats. It’s well illustrated with crews from every 
decade since the official formation of the Boat Club in 1921 together with many anecdotes from key people 
involved in its development, and will be of interest to anyone who enjoyed the sport of rowing at Borlase or 
has just started on the Borlase rowing journey!

To purchase a copy of the book, please contact Tony Compton at: tony.compton@btinternet.com

8

Calling All Borlase Rowers

Winter 2025 
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A fantastic year for rowing at Borlase

Winter 2025

It’s been a big season for the Borlase boat club. From starting the year 
waist deep in floodwaters down at Longridge, and erging in marquees 
on the field to now having our own site and a fully working gym again. 

There’s been some notable occasions across the year, starting strong 
with a group of 50 athletes headed up to race the 6.3km Head of the 
North in Runcorn, kindly hosted by our friends at The Grange School. 
On return from the north, with a couple months of training until regatta 
season, the athletes put in lots of mileage and trained hard for the 
summer racing.

Building into National Schools we had the Junior Sculling Regatta at 
Dorney. With competitive boats in each year group, our J16 2x of Fred 
Britton and Gabriel Lorenzi took gold, after an incredible final. National 
Schools Regatta this year returned to Nottingham for the first time in 10 years. Unfortunately due to poor 
weather conditions we lost the final day of racing, however some really commendable and gutsy performances 
in tough conditions on the days prior. 

This led into an important couple of weeks ahead of our Henley Royal Regatta campaign. With our boys first 
quad prequalifying as a result of an A final finish at Marlow Regatta, this led to the remaining three boats 
putting in a shift at Henley Qualifying Regatta. Despite our second and third boys quads not qualifying, they 
had a good run down the track and gained huge experience of the Henley course. Fortunately, our girls first 
quad qualified, which meant they’d be racing alongside the boys first quad at the prestigious Henley Royal 
Regatta the following week. 

Both first quads were drawn for the first day of the regatta. Our boys first quad losing narrowly in an extremely 
close race, to the eventual runners-ups - Hinksey Sculling School. Our girls also drawing a strong crew from 
Wycliffe College - a well known scholarship programme, who unfortunately bested them over the 2112m 
course. However with 7 of the 8 athletes returning next year, we have an exciting future ahead of us.

Following some great results from the boys J16 2x, they headed to the trial for the GB v France J16 fixture. They 
successfully beat out the competition to be selected to represent Great Britain. This led to the GB v France 
fixture taking place at the Royal Albert Dock in London, where they raced a strong French crew over 1500m. 
One of the most exciting races of the day, unfortunately losing out by 3/4 of a length. The weekend was a huge 
success as Great Britain won the fixture overall, and both Fred and Gabriel earned their first ever GB vest. 

Having been going through the GB U19 trialling system this season - Amy Clarke has been selected to represent 
Great Britain in a double at the Coupe de la Jeunesse in Linz, Austria this summer. An incredible achievement 
for the hard work she’s put in over this year. We look forward to seeing how she gets on, and wish her the best 
of luck!
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Old Borlasian Obituaries

Winter 2025

Ken Williams  (OB 1946-1953)

The son of a miner Ken moved from South Wales to Slough in the late 1930s. On passing the 11+ Ken could 
have attended Slough Grammar but he was keen to carry on his education at Borlase even though it meant 
very early morning starts involving 3 bus journeys from Slough to Marlow!  This unwavering commitment and 
unswerving endeavour would remain ever present character traits in Ken’s life. 

At Borlase Ken was a gifted sportsman representing the School 1st team at Rugby and Cricket (colours were 
awarded in 1951). Ken formed a special half back partnership with fellow 
pupil, Desborough, though interestingly at fly half. It was only later in his 
rugby career that he successfully switched to become a very handy no 9 
while playing for Marlow RFC.  In cricket Ken was renowned as an extremely 
useful seam bowler and determined cover fielder. In addition he represented 
the School at long distance running, won the School diving in 1951 and then 
defeated J E Farmer in the tennis singles 6-4, 7-5 in 1953. Without doubt 
Ken was a great allrounder in sport and deservedly became a prefect for 
Normans in his final year. 

Ken remained in Marlow on leaving Borlase and quickly moved into the insurance industry working his way up 
to Branch Manager. Ken would not only spend the rest of his working career in insurance he would also spend 
over 50 years as a Marlow resident. 

When not dealing with insurance policies Ken was heavily involved in Marlow Rugby Club both as a 1st team 
player and as a coach for a range of age groups in the late 70s and early 80s – Ken coached former England and 
Lions scrum half Matt Dawson when Matt played for Marlow U17s. In fact, Ken played a vital role in developing 
the Marlow Mini Rugby set up in the 70s. Marlow Mini Rugby continues to 
thrive, staging one of the biggest, annual mini rugby tournaments in the 
country.
 
Ken’s main sporting passion was always rugby and when he decided to 
hang up his boots as a player he qualified as a referee. He was frequently the 
“man in charge” both at numerous Borlase rugby matches on Wednesday 
afternoons as well as overseeing county matches at youth and senior levels. 

A true Marlovian and a terrific character Ken leaves a daughter, Mandy, and 
son, Tim, also an Old Borlasian (1978-1984). 

Kenneth Edwin Williams (6th December 1935 – 9th May 2025)
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Old Borlasian Obituaries

Brian Bond (OB 1947 - 1954)

Brian came from Medmenham just a couple of miles along the Henley Road from the School. He was a keen 
sportsman while at Borlase having excelled at rugby and cricket. He became Cricket Captain and played for 
the School in both sports and then played for the Marlow clubs for years in the same two sports. He was 
Captain of the School and of the Britons House.
To his great credit he won the much coveted Gold Medal, an annual award in his penultimate year, 1953. 
The prestigious citation accompanying this honour is worth repeating here, though we all could recite it by 
heart when we were at school:-

“To the boy who, irrespective of success in school, shall have proved himself, by his general conduct and 
bearing during the last year, to be a credit to the school”

In his last year at school, 1954, Brian again won the Gold Medal, which in this case was a picture of the school 
in the 19th Century. Having already won the previous year’s Gold Medal, the traditional marquetry plaque, 
showing the Borlase Crest, was changed to avoid repetition for the winner. Brian also won the Head Boy’s 
Prize. Along with his great friends and classmates Francis Lamport and Alan Cruttenden, Brian won a State 
Scholarship in 1954 which set him up for an academic career in a special area.

Brian went on to do his National Service and joined the Royal Artillery. He was selected for officer training 
and went to Sandhurst Military Academy and attained the rank of Second Lieutenant. Having completed his 
service he went to Worcester College Oxford to take his place he had won whilst at Borlase. Brian’s subject 
was history. There he gained an honours degree and straight away took his Master of Arts degree in war 
studies at King’s College London. Military history was his favourite area of study. He was briefly a lecturer at 
Exeter University (1961) then at Liverpool University for four years (1962 - 66). By this time Brian had made 
contact with Basil Liddell Hart, a soldier and historian of renown who also lived in Medmenham. 

Liddell Hart encouraged him in his military studies and he moved to the newly formed Department of Military 
Studies at King’s College London. There he remained for the rest of his working life becoming Professor of 
Military History. He was a Visiting Professor at All Souls College, Oxford in 2000.

Brian’s career took him to many engagements; Western Ontario University, United States Naval War College, 
Brasenose College and All Souls College Oxford and Lees Knowles Lecturer at Cambridge. He continued to 
live in Medmenham and commute to London. He led an exciting life in between writing many influential 
books on the First World War and editing many, many others of fellow writers. He consorted with government 
and military advisors around the world.

Brian married Madeleine in 1962; she died around three years before he did. They left no children.
Brian passed away in Wexham Park Hospital Slough on 2nd June 2025.

Alan Cruttenden (OB 1946 - 54)

Winter 2025 
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Don’t forget the ‘Merch’!
Don’t forget, we have fantastic Old Borlasian Club 
merchandise available:

OBC Scarf:
OBC Members £15
Non Members £30

OBC Tie:
OBC Members £12
Non Members £20

OBC Badge:
OBC Members £5
Non Members £7.50

All proceeds go towards supporting Borlase.  Please email 
us to order.  Please include the items you would like to 
order, the quantity and your address.

If you are not already a member, 
we would love you to join the Old 

Borlasian Club. Please click here for the 
membership form.

We are also keen to receive any 
anecdotes or memories you have of 

your time at Borlase.

Please send them to 
obclub.membership@gmail.com

Winter 2025 

No events at the moment!
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