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Culture

Bear Gryllsʼ reflections on his life

As a student…

As a soldier…

As a parent…



Our Aims

Standards,  Character Education,  Wellbeing
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Personal Development



Friends of Borlase

Abi Morris
Chair of the 
Friends of Borlase

friendsofborlase@gmail.com

mailto:friendsofborlase@gmail.com


Dr Parsons
Assistant 
Headteacher

Curriculum



Building knowledge & skill and 
participating in new learning

● Stretches and deepens skill and 
core “disciplinary” knowledge  

● Emphasis on participating in 
problem solving, experimentation, 
creativity

● Identifying where students need 
more support

Learning in Year 7



● English, Maths, Sciences, PE, PSHE, RS Philosophy and Ethics - 5 Year Curriculum
● History, Geography, Art, Dance, Drama, Computing, Music, Design Technology 

(including Food) -  2 Year Key Stage 3, laying foundations for GCSE options
● MFL - French, and in Year 8 a second language is added - German or Spanish.

Looking ahead to GCSE options…

● One language and three option subjects are chosen in May of Year 8 to follow 
for GCSE in a 3 year KS4 - allowing students to have more enriched experience 
of their chosen subjects.

KS3 CurriculumYear 7 and 8

https://www.swbgs.com/academic-curriculum


Y7 Subject Half term 1 learning Half term 2 learning Half term 3 learning Half term 4 learning Half term 5 learning Half term 6 learning
Art Pattern and Culture: Mask Making Traditions Man-Made Object: Pop Art

Computing Algorithms and 
Flowcharts

Computational 
Thinking and Cartoon 
Drawing

Scratch Animation and 
Game Making

HTML Coding Sensors, Hardware and 
Software

Sensors, Hardware and 
Software

Dance Introduction to Dance 
Practice

Use of Poems James Bond HandJive and 
Charleston/Contact 
Work

Year 7 Dance Project Year 7 Dance Project

Design & 
Technology/Food 
& Nutrition

This is taught on a carousel, where all students rotate on these units: Wood (Insect Hotel), Electronics (Solar Light), Modelling & Prototyping 
(Mechanical Toy), Food & Nutrition

Drama Introduction to Drama 
and Melodrama

Christmas Piece Commedia dell'Arte Commedia dell'Arte Comedy presentation 
and performance

Comedy presentation 
and performance

English Boy Everywhere (A.M. 
Dasau)

Travel Writing 
(Non-fiction persuasive 
writing)

Tales of the 
Unexpected
(Roald Dahl)
Creative Writing

Poetry by Heart 
Competition

Identity Poetry
(Borlase Anthology)

Introduction to 
Shakespeare

Shakespeare by Heart 
Competition

Myths, Monsters and 
Men
(Borlase Anthology)



French Identity - meeting and 
greeting; descriptions; 
activities at home. 
Grammar: avoir, etre, 
faire, adjectives

Different activities - at 
school, home and on 
holiday. Grammar: 
present tense -er verbs, 
asking questions.

Family and family life; 
everyday situations. 
Grammar: etre, avoir, 
faire, possessives; 
numbers

Places to go. Grammar: 
aller, à, chez, en

In school and out of 
school. Grammar: 
question words, 
negation, present tense 
irregular verbs, present 
tense ir verbs and re 
verbs, adjectival 
position

Making plans; holidays 
Grammar: negation, 
partir in the present, 
modal verbs

Geography Introduction to 
Geography

Where did we all come 
from? (Population)

Extreme weather Water Climate & ecosystems Hazardous Earth

History What is History?/The 
Norman Conquest

Medieval Britain, 
1066-1485

Medieval Britain, 
1066-1485/The Tudors

The Tudors The Stuarts Extended project

Science Safety in the Lab, 
States of Matter, Motion

Cells and Respiration, 
Separating Techniques

Forces, Organs & Organ 
Systems

Rocks and Materials, 
Doing Work

Reproduction & 
Variation, Energy & Our 
Planet

Space

Maths Place value.
Rounding.
Positive and negative 
integer arithmetic.

Fractions.
Decimals.
Percentages.
Factors and multiples.

Algebra terminology.
Adding, subtracting, 
multiplying and 
dividing algebraic 
terms.
Simplifying algebraic 
expressions.
Expanding and 
factorising single 
brackets.

Solving simple linear 
equations.
Unit conversions - 
metric, time and area.
Properties of 
quadrilaterals.
Perimeter and area of 
triangles.
Perimeter and area of 
quadrilaterals

Perimeter and area of 
Circles.
Volume unit 
conversion.
Surface area and 
volume of prisms.
Surface area and 
volume of cylinders.
Surface area and 
volume of compound 
3D shapes

Maths in Real Life 
research project.
Construction and Loci.
Sets and Venn 
Diagrams



Music Using the Elements of 
Music: News themes

Using the Elements of 
Music: Film Music

Major and Minor 
Chords

West African 
Drumming

Songwriting: Ukuleles Songwriting: 
composition

PE Physical Literacy Physical Literacy Body Movement Body Movement Faster, Higher, Further Faster, Higher, Further

Games An introduction to core skills and concepts of the different sports. This is taught on a carousel, 
where all students rotate on these units Sept-Feb: Football, Rugby, Netball, Hockey

Interhouse 
Competition

Cricket / Rounders

PSHE Transition, Healthy 
Relationships,

Diet and Exercise, 
Understanding Abuse

Resilience Diversity and 
Prejudice, Media 
choosing what to 

watch

How to revise, Mental 
Health

Puberty, Introducing 
Consent

RS Introduction to 
religion, philosophy 
and ethics

Polytheism - Romans 
and religion, the 
debate about 
Hinduism.

Judaism - key stories 
and themes

Judaism and 
Christianity - links and 
overlaps

Christianity Ethics and philosophy



Supporting challenging learning:

○ Learn how the brain works when we learn
○ Learn how to get the most out of learning in class
○ Develop independent creative and critical thinking, 

learning, and revision skills 
○ Get the best out of teacher and peer feedback

PSHE, Tutor time, and in subjects

Learn to Learn year 7



Exercise books are working notebooks for learning. They contain important 
information and class/homework practice essential to the learning and revision 
process.

Please support us to keep your childʼs exercise books neat and up to date

Why?
Studies show a strong link between behaviours such as good presentation, self 
esteem as a learner, and confidence in revising and succeeding in assessments

Be proud of presentation



Expectations to keep exercise books well presented:

● Underline the date and title with a ruler
● Use a single line to cross out mistakes and edits
● Use an appropriate colour pen or pencil as requested by your teacher
● Stick in worksheet or file as appropriate
● Copy up any missed notes from your classmates, or ask your teacher
● Complete all homework and follow-up tasks by the deadline (1 SIMS point not 

complete, 2 for two or more consecutive missed homeworks )
● Keep your handwriting legible 

Expectations



A tool in the classroom and for some homework

Should be brought to every lesson, charged and ready for use

(Devices are not to be used outside lessons - only when directed by staff in lessons)

Bring Your Own Devices



Google Classroom

● Every subject/class has a Google Classroom
● Google Classroom allows students to access 

class and independent learning materials, 
upload class and homework assignments and 
receive feedback. 

● All homework is set on Google Classroom

Parent/guardian summaries - a ʻto doʼ list of work 
set with deadlines

Look out for the invite from Google Classroom



● Be curious about your childʼs learning

● Routinely review the day and week. Encourage your child to explain their learning in small 
steps by describing how they learnt it in class

● Ask about the week ahead - highlights, anticipating challenges (ʻthe pitʼ)

● Ask lots of questions about what your child is learning or interested in:

○ Reflective questioning: ask How, Why, What if, and not only What

○ Questions which ask your child explain, and evaluate their actions and thinking

● Share the schoolʼs high standards of focus in written work, and encourage a scholarly 
atmosphere when they do their homework

● Take advantage of learning enrichment opportunities in/outside school

Best for Borlase Learners



Reporting 

Mrs Norris
Deputy Headteacher



‘orders’

A school with a 400 year history



Reporting (‘Orders’)

Students Help students understand their learning behaviours and skills

Help them to understand how this relates to  their academic attainment

Parents Help parents to understand how their child is progressing in terms of academic 
attainment, and learning behaviours and skills

Prompts for learning conversations at home

School Provide teachers with a clear understanding of student progress so they can be 
supported. Also informs curriculum planning.

Provide pastoral teams with information to support progress and well-being 



‘orders’ (3 times per year)

Attendance and 
Lates (morning and 
afternoon 
registration) 

Projected grade -  of 
level your child is 
likely to achieve by 
the end of year 8 if 
they continue to work 
as they are

Comments may be 
added where action 
is needed

Borlase Learning Skills

House points and Sims 
(behaviour)- also visible 
through Gateway app



Grades in reports

Year 7-8
Projected grade

Year 9
Projected grade

Year 10/11
Projected grade Nationally

SWBGS Year 11. 
outcomes

L1 8/9
9

Top 10%
23%

8 47%

L2 7 7 Top 25% 71%

L3 6 6 Top 40% 88%

L4 5 5 Top 50/60% 100%

Grades are reported as Projected Grades, or teacherʼs assessment of the grade a student is 
likely to achieve at the end of Key Stage 3,  if they continue to work as they are



Sample ‘orders’

Comments may be 
added where action 
is needed

Borlase Learning Skills



Learning Skills

1. Concern 
2. Action Required - student needs to change something
3. Good - expected standard
4. Very Good - above the expected standard
5. Outstanding - only given to a few exceptional students

Behaviour: Focus, Organisation

Diligence: Homework, Classwork, Participation & Engagement



Some conversation starters

What are you most proud of?

Tell me about your House Points?  What did you get them for?

What about the behaviour points?  Do you understand why you got those?

Well done on the improvements in Science - how have you achieved that?

Looks like things arenʼt going as well in Design & Technology - what has happened there?

What do you think are your Learning Skills strengths?

What do you think you most need to improve? In Which subjects?

Shall we talk about this again in a month and see how you are getting on with those?



Year 7 Key Dates

20 November 2026 Year 7 Autumn Orders: grasp of learning
Projected grade, Learning Skills Detail, Followed by student self reflection

24 November 2026 Year 7 Parents-Tutor meetings (Live)

25 March 2027 Year 7 Spring Orders: Monitoring progress
Projected Grade, Learning Skills Detail, Followed by student self reflection

W/C 17 May 2027 Two week assessment window in lessons

18 June 2027 Year 7 Summer Orders: Monitoring progress
Projected Grade, Learning Skills Detail, Followed by student self reflection

29 June 2027 Year 7 Parents Evening (Live)

14 July 2027 Tutor Comments



SEND & Inclusion



Support varies from student to student and depends of the level of need ensuring that the 
approach is person centred.

Within this team we support

● Students with a SEND Need
● Students who are eligible for the Pupil Premium
● Looked after and previously look after children
● Students who struggle with emotional based school and lesson avoidance
● Young carers

SEND & Inclusion



● All student that we have identified as having a SEND need are added to our SEND 
register so that staff can see who are the student in their class with SEND.

● Support varies from student to student and the provision depends of the level 
and presentation of need.

● Some students will have profiles that are shared with teachers to ensure they 
have the necessary adaptations to support their learning.

● Provision and strategies are updated and reviewed to ensure that they are 
effective and relevant.

● Support and provision is based upon presentation of need in the classroom.
● Staff are requested to flag any concerns or issues to the SEND and Inclusion 

team which is followed up and parents contacted.

support



Student have profiles that are shared with teachers to ensure they are supported in the 
classroom.

Provision and strategies are updated and reviewed to ensure that they are effective relevant 

Staff are requested to flag any concerns or issues to the SEND and Inclusion team which will be 
followed up and parents contacted.

Please use the email address:

SEND & INCLUSION

Sendco@swbgs.com



Co-Curriculum

Mr Miall
Assistant Headteacher



Co-CurriculumSomething for everyone…

● Our extensive co-curricular programme plays a key role in the culture and character of 
Borlase

● Huge number of clubs, societies, ensembles, activities & trips for students to be involved 
in every week, providing:
○ Opportunities for participation & success
○ Academic enrichment
○ Development of teamwork and leadership skills
○ Cross year-group collaboration
○ Enjoyment and pride in school life

● Supports future pathways
● Opportunity to shape school life e.g. as an ʻSVCʼ Representative
● Some clubs take place before school, some at break/lunchtime, some after school
● Many clubs are led by students



Co-CurriculumHouse System & Competitions
Opportunities for all students to 

compete for their house across a range 
of disciplines e.g. Quizzes, Bake-off, 

Cross-Country

Sports
Hockey, Football, Netball, Rugby, 
Athletics, Badminton, Volleyball, 

Basketball, S&C; regular fixtures and 
outstanding facilities 

Performing Arts
Music, Dance, Drama & Technical 

Theatre clubs & ensembles (over 30); 
regular performances; Y7 Performing 

Arts Day, Y7 Dance Project;
Junior Musical Production (launched 

January this year)

Academic Societies
STEM e.g. Chess Soc, KS3 Science Club, 

F1 Soc
HELM e.g. Junior Debating Soc, World 

Building Soc, Ancient History Soc



Club Timetables



● Windsor Castle (Friday 4 December 2026 - £18)
● Oliver! - West End (Wednesday 13 January 2027)
● Bushcraft Camping Trip to Penshurst Place, Kent (Monday 14 June - Wednesday 16 June 2027) 

Trips & Visits 



Trips & Visits



Trips Overview



Co-Curriculum

“The impressive extra-curricular programme allows 
pupils to enrich their learning outside the classroom but 
also to develop and discover interests and talents” 

“It is a school where you can be who 
you want to be”

“One sixth-form student reflected on being 
inspired by ‘walking in the footsteps of poets’ 
while on a trip to Venice” 



Mr Robertson
Head of Year 7 

Pastoral



Form Tutors for each house (6 houses)

Mr Robertson (Head of year 7)

Student Support Team
● Mrs Chambers and Mrs Henry - learning mentors
● Mrs Rigg (student send support)
● Mrs Ashby (Lead SEND Team)
● Ms Harper (Safeguard Lead)
● Miss Holmes (Assistant Headteacher Pastoral, 

Behaviour and Attendance)
● Peer mentors and tutor prefects

For students and parents the key is knowing where 
to get support/guidance when itʼs needed and 
having the confidence to do so.

KS3 Support

Please always use the parents@swbgs.com address 
when emailing the school for the attention of the 
staff member concerned.

School phone number (01628) 816500

mailto:parents@swbgs.com


If attending an after school (3:30pm) activities parents should arrange safe transport home. 

The school library is open and staffed until 5:15pm each day for students to self study.

We will also offer support after school from 3:30pm to 4:30pm on Wednesdays where year 
7s can be supported by our learning mentors and older students.  This will start from Weds 
17th September and run throughout most of the school year.   These are called SAPs 
(Supporting Aspiration and Progress). Itʼs like a homework club!

Teachers can also refer students to SAPs to support their learning.

SAPs/after school



English - lunchtimes drop in with class teacher

Maths - Monday lunchtime in H8U

Science - Thursday lunchtime L3U

Core Subject support



attendance



● Good attendance is vital for academic progress and supports childrenʼs mental health 
and wellbeing

● We expect high attendance  from our students - 90-100% attendance is an expectation 
and we monitor attendance to identify individuals in danger of dropping below this

● We are aware that at times students have particular challenges and there is a close 
working relationship between attendance and the key stage teams

● Term-time holidays are never authorised 

Here is a link to the school Attendance Policy which is on our website

Attendance

https://www.swbgs.com/_site/data/files/documents/policies-2021/58EBBC1A3288532F97774ED3147B1526.pdf


● Ensure students attend school regularly 
● Inform the school of planned absences in advance:
● Request Leave of Absence via form on the Website
● Known Medical appointments by email to attendance@swbgs.com
● Inform the school of unplanned absences by 8.30am on the first day of absence 

and each further day via telephone 01628 816545 or email attendance@swbgs.com
● Try to arrange appointments out of school time
● Arrange holidays out of term time

Parents must



“A handy app that lets you know if your child has an achievement point and what for. Or a 
behaviour point and what for. “

It has my child's timetable on there.

Reports (orders) will be uploaded on there and attendance.

House points (achievement) and Behaviour points (SIMS)

Other school notifications (eg transport /school closures )

and other useful links

Gateway APP



Tuesday 6th October 2026 

A standardized assessment used by schools to evaluate a student's reasoning abilities and academic 
potential.

Students cannot revise for the CAT4 in the traditional sense, because it does not test taught school subjects 
like English, history, or science. Instead, it measures a student's natural cognitive potential and reasoning 
skills. 

CAT testing



Everyone at Borlase has the right to a 
focused, positive learning environment

Behaviour for Learning

ASPIRATION ENTHUSIASM INTEGRITY RESPECT KINDNESS COURAGE RESPONSIBILITY

We listen carefully to the teacher and to one another
We treat one another with respect

We stay focused and work hard
We are smartly dressed and arrive on time, prepared to learn



REWARDING GOOD BEHAVIOURS

Half termly certificates/stickers

10,000!

House points



Te Digna Sequere Award



CHALLENGING AND CHANGING POOR BEHAVIOURS

BEHAVIOUR (SIMS) POINTS



Chance, Choice, Consequence

CHANCE CHOICE CONSEQUENCE

First warning Final warning Removal from room

Everyone at Borlase has the right to a focused 
and positive learning environment. You have a 
responsibility to contribute positively to this



Chance, Choice, Consequence

CHANCE CHOICE CONSEQUENCE

First warning Final warning Removal from room

After this point students who 
continue to disrupt have their 
name written on the whiteboard 
under CHANCE (1 SIMS point)

ʻThis is your chance to behave 
positively from now onʼ

Continued disruption lunchtime 
detention the same day CHOICE 
(2 SIMS points) 

ʻYou have made the choice to 
continue to disrupt the learning of 
others, if you continue to do so 
there will be a consequenceʼ

Continued disruption means 
removal from the classroom to 
the Head of Department / Key 
Stage office and an after school 
detention. Consequence (3 SIMS 
points)

ʻOther students deserve to learn 
in a positive environment without 
disruption, you will go to Xʼs 
classroom for time outʼ

Whole class reminder at the start of the lesson: 
ʻWhen someone else is talking you should be 
listeningʼ / ʻEveryone please refocusʼ



Level 1 - 1 SIMS point 
(Chance)

Level 2 - 2 SIMS points 
(Choice)

Level 3 - 3 SIMS points 
(Consequence)

In the 
classroom

● Lack of equipment / 
first kit mark 

● First uniform 
infringement

● First lateness
● Talking out of turn
● Poor quality work
● Chewing gum

Repetition of level 1 at your 
discretion PLUS

● Minor misuse of 
technology

● Use of mobile phone 
in lessons

● Rudeness to staff
● Unkindness to others
● Use of swear words
● Lack of homework
● Disrupting learning

Repetition of level 1 and  2 at your 
discretion PLUS

● Misuse of technology (more 
than once in a lesson OR 
material deemed 
inappropriate)

● Use of discriminatory 
language

● Cheating in an exam
● Persistent disruption to 

learning of others
● Truancy
● Graffiti / minor vandalism

To clarify…

Parents will get alerts on the Gateway app for SIMS and House points



In the community

● Represent Borlase in the Marlow 
community and beyond

● Be polite and respectful at all times
● Be ambassadors for Borlase and Borlase 

values outside of school
● Understand that Borlaseʼs reputation is 

also their reputation

Community Expectations



Mobile phones in schools 29 June 2026: Statutory Guidance

“The Department for Education (DfE) expects schools to implement a policy whereby pupils do not have 
access to their mobile phone throughout the school day including during lessons, the time between lessons, 
breaktimes and lunchtime.”

“There are a number of ways in which schools can ensure that they are mobile phone-free, and it is for 
headteachers to decide how best to achieve this within their own unique contexts.” 

“Headteachers are backed by DfE to confiscate mobile phones and similar devices, if they consider it 
proportionate, for whatever length of time they deem proportionate.” 

Exceptions: Schools can make allowances for specific needs. Examples include students who require a phone to 
manage a medical condition or disability. Sixth-form students may also have limited access in designated areas 
like common rooms. 

New legislationMobile Phones

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools


Parent fora/Staff/Student/Parent Surveys

Year 7 -9 gate to gate policy does work well. Parents App can tell when 
phone is on. No phones on trips agreed. 
Parents can put timers on phones and parental controls. Parents need to 
be checking their childʼs phone

Harsher sanctions for confiscation

Brick phones for 7 and 8 delay until Year 9

PSHE very good and gives student information they need

Parent workshops about how to put controls on childrenʼs phones

Graduated approach through the year groups. Graduated responsibility 
and change. 

Parents addicted to live 360!

Big consistent push from staff on sanctions - early morning detentions?

Our surveys- headlines

Internet matters resource here

https://www.internetmatters.org/


● We have always had a ʻgate to gateʼ policy
● Taking away temptation
● Non internet enabled devices
● Not seen or heard includes pockets and trouser 

pockets
● New rules will be ʻliveʼ after October half term

Our approach

● In line with other schools, sanctions will apply
● 1st confiscation 3 days. 2nd confiscation 5 days. 

3rd confiscation 5 days and a parent or carer 
needs to collect the phone

● Parents will be called if a phone is confiscated so 
students can make their way home safely

*Fulham Boys School confiscate phones for 6 weeks…



● No devices (laptops) in public areas for Years 7-11 
at break and lunchtime. Devices only to be used 
in the library at break and lunchtime

● Sixth form may only use their phones in 
designated areas

● No phones on trips for Years 7 and 8
● Years 9-11 phones taken at night on residential 

trips
● New ʻsecurasʼ filtering and monitoring software 

Our approach

● Other considerations such as smart/apple 
watches that are internet abled will no doubt be 
forthcoming!

● If you need to contact your child please do so 
through the main reception.  



Parent fora, coordinated by Miss Holmes
● Meetings once a term, 3 weeks before 

the end of the term 
● Past subjects have been Orders, data, 

homework, trips, mental health. All 
discussions have directly contributed 
to changes and improvements.

Volunteering to be a Parent Rep

Google Form will be in Friday letter

How can you help?



Year 7 homework

Doing homework downstairs in a shared 
space is generally better because it offers 
easier adult supervision and support 

A week A week A week A week A week B week B week B week B week B week

Year 7 Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Year 7 Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

7A Ma, Fr
Eng, Sci, 
PSHE

Fr, His, Geog Ma, Eng, Sci 7A Ma Eng, Fr
Eng, sci, 
geog, Comp

His Ma, sci, Fr

7B Ma, Fr Eng, Sci
Eng, Geog, 
His, PSHE, Fr

Ma, Sci 7B Ma, Fr Eng, Sci His, Fr Eng, Geog
Ma, Sci, 
Comp

7C
Ma, Eng, Fr, 
PSHE

Sci
Eng, Sci, 
Geog, His

Fr Ma 7C Ma, Eng,Sci Comp
Eng, Sci, 
Geog, His

Fr Ma, Fr

7D Ma, PSHE
Eng, Geog, 
Fr

Sci, His Eng Ma, Sci, Fr 7D Ma
Eng, Geog, 
Fr

Eng, Sci, 
Comp

His Ma, Sci, Fr

7E Ma, Eng, Fr Sci Eng Geog, Sci
Ma, Fr, His, 
PSHE

7E
Ma, Eng, Fr, 
Comp

Eng His, Sci Geog, Sci Ma, Fr



games/dance days



Bushcraft Camping Trip to Penshurst Place, Kent
14 June - 16 June, 2027 (~£280) 

Bushcraft



Initial letter out in the  Headsʼ Update Friday 15th Sept 

Parents info evening nearer the trip

£100 deposit by 2nd October followed by 2 further installments in December and March

Bushcraft trip



PSHE
PSHE curriculum link

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Transition to 

Borlase -

Introduction to 

abuse

Bounce 

Forward 

Resilience

Media
Revision 

Techniques -
Mental Health -

Core values
Unifrog and 

careers
What is AI?

Diversity and 

Prejudice

Understanding 

Puberty:
Climate Change

Diet and 

exercise:
Rule of Law

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1o19R4JJ8s_ekQUyhLHL7RPzd606nJlWxpQr9puHk9Mg/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Cheese and drinks 
after this talk PLUS 
2nd Hand Uniform 
shop open by the 

centenary hall

Cheese and drinks



Home v school

Let them out gently

Limit and delay

They will need support at home and school



Safeguarding

Ms Harper
Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mental 
Health Lead & Service Child Coordinator



SJ Rigg Rachael 
Holmes

Kirsty
 Ashby

Karen 
Harper  

DSL
Linda 

Fortnam
Ed 

Goodall

safeguarding@swbgs.com



Safeguarding Newsletter

Please look out for the 
safeguarding newsletter 
every half term.

Our email is 
safeguarding@swbgs.com



Filtering and monitoring

Our filtering and monitoring systems (including Securly) operates in 2 ways:

● We Monitor and filter all their network traffic while in school only when connected to both the LAN (School 
PCs) and BYOD WiFi (Their personal devices). 

● Only their School Google Account (Google Mail and Docs) is monitored outside of school. Their school 
email account also does some light filtering for social media sites . This is only in effect when they are 
logged in and using their school google accounts profile (For websites & services which allow sign 
ups / login with Google Accounts are subject to restriction if they are not marked as safe for under 
18s by the vendor). If they are using a personal email to log into their chromebook - it will be completely 
unmonitored outside of school

https://www.internetmatters.org/


Safeguarding top tips...
● Mental Health - notice changes and seek support early, it is likely we have experience with 

whatever difficulties arise
● Unhealthy teenage relationships - This often starts with friendships (controlling and coercive 

behaviours)
● Sextortion - Teenagers being exploited online, sending nudes and then being blackmailed.  This 

has happened to students here and the parents said to me “I wish I checked more what they were 
doing online and had more conversations about it with them”

● Change of language (problematic) - Listen out for a change in language that your child uses 
(could be a shift into racist, homophobic or misogynistic language)

● Pantsing - A reminder that pantsing is an act of sexual assault and it is never "just banter" or 
"harmless fun." It can cause serious emotional distress and humiliation and can cause long term 
psychological harm.



The School is able to signpost 
parents to a range of external 
support available in the 
community to support the needs 
of students. Follow this link to 
our website which has more 
information.

Mental Health 

Number 22 Counselling
(Based at School)

School and External SupportSchool Counsellor, 
Mrs Bownass

Based at School

https://www.swbgs.com/mentalhealthandwellbeing
https://www.swbgs.com/mentalhealthandwellbeing
https://www.swbgs.com/mentalhealthandwellbeing


To Conclude…



To Conclude…Four Truths

The same child will often behave 
differently when in a different context. 

Student behaviour has become more 
challenging in the last 5 years.

Teacher recruitment and retention is 
harder than it has ever been.

State school funding is worse than it 
has ever been.



How Can You Help?

✓ Read the Friday Letter
✓ Trust Us.  Let us know if you’re concerned but please, keep it 

short
✓ Say “Thank you”
✓ Support the school through:

○ Volunteering with the Friends of Borlase
○ A lecture, Masterclass or offer of work experience
○ A financial contribution



How can you Help?

£6,519
per Borlase 

student (Y7-11), 
per year

  80:20
           Staff : All Else

£9,300-
£11,645 

per independent 
day student, 
per term!

National Average: £8,210



Financial Challenges

Click the graphic above to find out more.

https://www.swbgs.com/donate


State of the Nation…



How Can You Help?In Year 7, students benefit from:
✓ Enhanced pastoral care with School 

counsellors and Learning Mentors
✓ A broad curriculum including Dance, 

DT, Music and Drama… for ALL.
✓ Minibuses for fixtures and visits
✓ Sports coaching
✓ Careers education 
✓ Science technicians deliver the KS3 

curriculum through practical work
✓ Theatre Manager supporting the 

incredible productions and training 
the Tech crews 



Beyond 400…



How can you help?Our fundraising target for 
this year is £200,000.

Could you please buy us a 
coffee? 

£5 a month £60,000

£5 a week £260,000



To Conclude… 
“[Borlase] is a vibrant and generous 

community… The school’s ethos is 

positive and joyful… Parents are hugely 

supportive of the rounded education 

approach.  They feel it means their 

children flourish and are exceptionally 

well-prepared for the future”

     Ofsted, May 2024

I was shocked when I tasted the immaculate food in the Canteen for the first time!

I enjoy lessons. You 
donʼt write a lot in 
a book; instead itʼs 
more interactive

The teachers have been 
really nice; the highlight has been Bonnie (very cute!)

Making friends 
and joining 
Rubikʼs Cube Club

The huge warm 
welcome from the 
school, the fun 
lessons, making 
friends and donʼt 
forget the food!  
Good luck!

My superfun highlight was 

Performing Arts Day on Monday!

Peripatetic lessons 
are really fun!


